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HYBRID QUAIL 
PECK 
WITH ONE PHOTO 


INTERESTING hybrid quail, evidently pictus plumiferus 
Lophortyx californicus californicus, was secured Mr. Geo. Peck, 
April 1911, Silves River, Harney Co., Oregon, about two miles above 
the town Burns. The specimen male high plumage, and was one 
small flock quail that man had been feeding about his place during the winter. 
Whether there were any other hybrids the flock, whether the rest were all 
plumiferus, was not made out. This bird was killed, apparently, flying 
telephone wire. was mounted Mr. Peck while fresh. flock 
californicus was seen near the place where was secured, and according 
Dr. Hibbard, Burns, they are found throughout that section the state. Dr. 
Hibbard has mounted specimen his collection. distributed 
rather locally through the Harney Valley, but does not seem occur 
rounding mountains, least not the upper course the Silves. 

The following detailed description this hybrid: 

Back, scapulars, and wings above deep ash, strongly suffused with olivaceous 
brown anteriorly, purer posteriorly; tail clear dark ash; inner edges tertials light 
buffy; crown and nape ashy, the former with olive brown wash, the latter with 
obscure mesial spots blackish and minute wavy markings black and white; 
forehead and lores soiled whitish, the latter with fine black lines; black 
ciliary stripe, continuous with black markings lores; whitish stripe above and 
behind the black, passing backward above the blackish auriculars sides occipi- 
tal region; chin and throat black, except small, ill-defined area mixed chestnut 
and black upper throat, the black extending sides head posterior angle 
eye, and bordered all around white stripe, which broadest sides 
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head. Sides neck like nape; lower neck, chest and fore breast nearly pure 
dark ash, slate-gray; passing lower breast into white, the feathers narrowly 
edged with black; more posteriorly the borders becoming broader and mixed with 
chestnut, and the white markings laterally assuming the form large round spots; 
sides like back, but with some buffy edgings above, forming narrow indistinct 


stripe, and with large conspicuous v-shaped spots chestnut, the borders which 
are not sharply defined; abdomen mainly pale grayish buff; crissum rich cinnamon 


) 1! 
Fig. 41. HYBRID QUAIL: RESULT OF THE CROSSING OF THE MOUNTAIN AND VALLEY QUAILS \ 
buff, the feathers with black mesial stripes. plumes the crest are 
row, broadening gradually toward the tips, moderately recurved, mm. length. 
The bill and feet are essentially like those plumiferus, except that the 
former less robust and the curve the tomia more gradual. ‘The measure- 
ments are: length, 288; wing, 132; culmen, 12; tarsus, 31; middle toe and claw, 41. 
this hybrid compared point point with the two parent forms, there 
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will found remarkably even balance characters derived from each; this 
especially true the coloration. size it, more nearly approaches the larger 
species, but the tarsus the same length that Interesting 
results might obtained from study series specimens from the same 
locality. 


SOME BIRDS THE SAN QUENTIN BAY REGION, BAJA, 
CALIFORNIA 


ALFRED HOWELL 


QUENTIN BAY body water some five miles wide its greatest 

width, and seven miles long, situated midway between Lat. 30° and 31° 

With the exception very narrow and tortuous channel the water but 

few feet deep, and low tide the extensive mud and sand flats which are exposed 

make ideal feeding grounds for vast flocks waders. the winter home also 

hordes ducks. the eastward lies plain thirty miles long, which gently 

slopes upward until ten miles away gradually lost the foothills the San 

Pedro Martir Mountains. plain being rather barren and dry has few forms 

bird life except its lowest portion where there series fresh water lagoons. 
Between the bay and the sea lies strip wind-blown sand. 

From April until May 1910, was the village San Quentin; and 
from July until the 23d were anchored the bay. The following statements 
hold good for both visits unless otherwise stated. 

passed San Martin Island (opposite the bay) 4:30 April 26. 
Black-vented Shearwaters opisthomelas) were swarming around the 
boat, circling their characteristic way, while great many could seen leaving 
returning the hillside where large colony was evidently nesting. Cassin 
Auklets aleuticus) and Xantus Murrelets 
hypoleucus) were also present some numbers, while White-winged Scoters 
(Oidemia deglandi) were numerous both outside and inside the 
cans californicus) and both the Cormorants albo- 
ciliatus and sailed past us, but not until were well inside the 
bay did see something which have always longed observe. tide 
island was black with cormorants, but was too far away determine the species. 
There were acres them, scores thousands, and after had passed they began 
leave long black ribbon, never varying thickness width, and continuing 
for more than hour, which time had passed out sight. 

Twenty miles from land, July 24, four Black-footed Albatrosses 
nigripes) put appearance were becalmed, and remained with 
throughout the day, paddling about the boat, and investigating the most friendly 
way imaginable. threw bits bread them when they were within ten feet 
me, but except for carefully examining it, they would have nothing with it. 
One them continually craned his neck straight far would go, while 
swimming circles around another. four left for the open sea late the after- 
noon, the wake two large whales. 

this time opisthomelas seemed absent, but the 19th wit- 


* Mr. Geo. D. Peck has generously donated this specimen to the University of California Museum of Vertebrate 
Zoology, in which it is no. 19113 of the ornithological collection, —H. S. S$. 
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nessed flight what were presumably Sooty Shearwaters which 
took about five hours passing. 

April, the lagoons which referred above, there were 
billed Grebes podiceps), Green-winged carolinense), 
Shovellers (Spatula clypeata), Pintails acuta), Scaups 
americana), while few Brant Branta nigricans) the bay. have 
the best authority that the latter are present incredible numbers during the 
winter months. 

The Western Gull occidentalis) common here, but later visit 
Larus was just numerous, mainly immature plumage but many 
adults also. Royal Terns maxima) were everywhere and the natives told 
that they breed the locality. Several Great Blue Herons herodias) 
were seen, and least two Snowy Egrets candidissima). One these 
exhibited considerable curiosity our whale-boat were sailing down the bay, 
and circled about five times greater distance than forty feet before was 
satisfied. This individual was beautiful breeding plumage, with very long 

Light-footed Rails were common the marshes, could 
tell from their tracks, and April found set seven fresh eggs. Some 
smaller form rail was also present but was unable tell what species 
longed. Foot-prints only were seen. Four Black-necked Stilts 
mexicanus) were busy the shallow waters the lagoons the last-mentioned 
date, Killdeer vociferus) were breeding, and July number West- 
ern Willet tnornatus) were investigating the 
both the months that was present there was large flock Long-billed Cur- 
lew americanus) numbering some two hundred birds should say, 
and the residents informed that they had remained throughout the spring. 
Snowy Plovers were fairly swarming, and few both the 
Black and Frazar Oystercatchers bachmaniand were 
found the rocks the mouth the bay. 

Several Mourning Doves( carolinensis), Turkey Vultures 
artes Burrowing Owls hypogaea), Roadrunners 
Geococcyx californianus), Rufous Hummingbirds rufus), Ravens 
(Corvus sinuatus), Western Meadowlarks neglecta) and one King- 
fisher were seen, and Blackbirds tricolor) 
haunted the tules. 

Two pairs Arkansas Kingbirds were nesting the 
trees the village and kept continual clatter. From what heard, Dwarf 
Cowbirds obscurus) had evidently been common during the winter, 
but saw only two them, and glimpses were had few Scott Orioles 
some scraggy trees the plain. 

fact which impressed being strange was the total absence House 
Finches, nor did meet them the mountains and foothills east San Quentin 
the winter 1908. not the limit their range, however, true 
dacus has frequently been taken between the country south here 
and Lat. 28° 

quenting especially the neighborhood the pier. Gambel Sparrows 
were still present first visit, and was surprised find single 
male Black-chinned Sparrow atrogularis) close the coast. April, 


tir 
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Bell Sparrows were sparingly scattered pairs over the plain, 
and July they were family parties and easily the commonest bird. 

the former month Western Martins hesperia) were around the 
water-holes, were several Tree Swallows (/ridoprocne bicolor), while Barn 
(Hirundo erythrogastra) and Cliff Swallows lunifrons) were set- 
ting house-keeping the village. Two pairs Rough-winged Swallows 
gidopleryx serripennis) were found breeding the bank along the bay, and far 
can ascertain, this the first time that the latter species has actually been 
found breeding the peninsula, although apparently does clear Cape San 
Lucas. 

California Shrikes (Lanzus are common residents here, and 
into the mountains. The warblers were represented one each the Yellow 
(probably Dendroica although not sure), and the Black- 
throated Gray nigrescens), both which were seen the pepper trees not 
hundred yards from the shore. 

Mearns Thrasher the resident subspecies beyond 
doubt, but the three individuals which saw the heavier brush were wary 
that was unable get shot The 1910 Check-list gives the 
range this form Sonoran Zone’’, but the San Pedros, February 
1908 found them tolerably common nearly the higher limit the Upper 
Sonoran Zone where discovered incomplete set two eggs and 
nest. These were among straggling pines the bench-land over three thous- 
and feet. 

Pallid Wren-tits (Chamaea henshawi) were occasionally seen, and Western 
obscura) were common. 


SOME COLORADO HORNED OWL NOTES 
EDWARD WARREN 
WITH ONE PHOTO 


paper the January History Certain Great 
Horned Owls’’, brought mind own experience with 
the Western Horned Owl virginianus pallescens) near Paonia, 

Delta County, Colorado. While some account these was published the 
Wilson Bulletin for September 1903, Nest the Western Horned Owl), have 
ventured rewrite recollections, and add few other notes thinking they may 
prove interesting. 

Paonia situated the valley the North Fork the Gunnison River, 
altitude about 5,700 feet. The valley itself quite wide, with mesas 
either side, and then low hills gradually increasing altitude. the valley, 
where not cultivated, are sagebrush and greasewood, with cottonwoods along the 
river; the hills are cedars and pinyons. The soil largely adobe, which 
when eroded forms more less substantial cliffs bluffs. 

The nest was niche the face adobe bluff couple miles the 
North Fork Valley from the town. ‘This bluff was somewhere about forty feet 
high, and the nest-site little more than half way that the 
birds had nested there for several years. was the eighth May, 1901, that 
made first visit. friend and approached the bluff saw one the 
parent birds sitting the mouth the hole, but flew away before had achance 
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use the Reflex camera it. had brought rope along with us, and going 
the top the bluff found fence post which some ranchman had left handy. 
appropriated and stuck hole prairie dog had dug; then making 
loop the rope put leg through, and taking turn the post, 
started over the edge, friend paying out the rope. the first trial missed 
the nest far that could not get it, and went down tothe bottom, 
returned the top start over. second time landed where wanted to, 
but was not pleasant trip; nice and sticky when wet, and makes 
beautiful dust when dry, and this was dry, consequently these two trips col- 
lected plenty dust. went down the back neck, into pockets, boots, 
everywhere could find opening, and had doubts whether the plate- 
holders were tight enough 
keep out. 

Arriving the nest found 
shelf about six feet wide and 
four deep, sloping somewhat 
toward edge. Crouch- 
ing the far corner were two 
young owls, just passing from 
the downy into the feathered 
stage. had camera 
down and made exposure, 
the result which promptly 
christened Heavenly 
veloped the 
their situation was not good 
for photographic purposes 
tried move them into pos- 
ition where the light 
ter. made resistance 
being moved, beyond snap- 
ping their bills, but one flut- 
tered down the foot the 
cliff after had moved it, 
went down myself. 
The fall had not hurt it, as, 
while could not fly, could 

Fig. 42. YOUNG WESTERN HORNED OWL, ABOUT SIX use its wings enough break 

WEEKS OLD the fall. 

exposures, the bird assuming those graceful(?) attitudes which the habit 
young owls such circumstances, fluffing its feathers and making itself 
big two. After examining left where was, thinking the parents 
would take care it. 

The next day went there and found the young one the nest, but 
the other. There was adult tree close by, which couple Sparrow 
Hawks were mobbing. took the bird from the nest home with us, making 
cage from large packing and had good opportunity study for several 
days, until left Paonia. the picture took the house (Fig. 42) com- 
pared with Mr. Keyes’s owls page the January will seen 
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that about the same plumage the bird the left, and therefore presumably 
about the same age, forty-one forty-five days. had data myself for making 
any sort guess it. 

The youngster seemed thrive fairly well captivity. picked out 
tough old rooster and killed for his benefit. The feeding was more less 
simple. While the bird would sometimes take pieces which were offered him, 
found the end that the quickest method was take him hand, wearing gloves 
asa most necessary precaution against those sharp claws which showed perfect 
willingness, not tosay anxiety, test one, and forcing open the bill, poke pieces 
chicken down his throat until thought had sufficiency for the time being. 
And want assure readers that none that chicken was wasted except the 
feathers, head, and legs. Everything else went down that bird’s throat. Pieces 
neck couple inches long were choice morsels. wasthere until the thirteenth 
May, being the tenth when first fed the bird, but during that time pellets 
were cast which thought rather strange many bones 
fed it. 

After went away friend kept the owl until was well grown, and finally 
escaped, but apparently hung around the neighborhood, and was shot while steal- 
ing chickens place close suppose were blame for its having acquired 
taste for the birds, and hence for its untimely end. 

rigged perch, and occasionally took the bird photograph and 
study. The following copy from notes made the time. stands about 
twelve inches high. body plumage mostly down, but the wing 
feathers are well grown, and about half out their sheaths. The ear tufts usually 
stand about one-half inch but sometimes three-quarters aninch. The feet and 
legs are thickly covered with yellowish light buffy down. whole the body 
down, both above and below, barred similar the adult, and fully two inches 
thick the breast. down light yellowish brown, but light gray the 
tips. wing coverts are brownish yellow, with dark, nearly black, bars 
quarter inch wide. primaries and secondaries are dark the bars 
the coverts, with still darker bars. tail similar. The face markings and 
feathers are just beginning show.’’ material change took place during the 
few days had the bird under observation, nor did become especially tame. 

1902 was that region again, but did not stay Paonia, but several 
miles away. April made trip the nest site, and found eggshell 
the foot the cliff, but had time for, nor way investigating just then; how- 
ever, was glad see this indication that the nest was occupied. Several days 
after, the thirteenth, was able make another visit, seeing adult the 
nest came it, but flew away when started down over the bluff the 
rope. Even the post had used the year before was still there. Very kind 
that ranchman leave for me. 

found three young the nest, the largest nearly large domestic 
pigeon, the smallest about two-thirds the size the largest. Possibly was 
hatched the fourth, the day found the shell below the nest. This smallest 
bird was covered with down exclusively, but the other two had their pin feathers 
started. snapped their bills little, but made other hostile demon- 
stration. Photography was rather difficult work, for had stand near the 
crumbling edge the shelf, and hang onto the rope for support case the 
ground giving way, and manipulate the camera the same time. 

Such nest construction there was consisted sort platform the back 
the cavity, such position that the sun would not beat until late the 
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afternoon (the cavity faced westerly direction), and this platform was ap- 
parently leaves and cedar bark covered with dirt. supply there were the 
hindquarters cottontail rabbit, pocket gopher 7Zomomys), and three young 
Pinyon Jays, just about large enough leave the nest. heads these latter 
were missing. 

When passed through Paonia 1903, had time investigate the nest, 
even was not probably too late the season, June first. 

While staying Gaume’s ranch the northwestern part Baca County, the 
last May, 1905, pair Horned Owls had two young hole small 
cave the sandstone bluffs which formed the back the corrals. could see 
times adult and young bird, and times both the young, sitting the edge 
the hole. estimated this thirty feet above the bottom the bluff, and 
low the top. did not visit the place itself, though could have done easily 
enough, but put off too long, and then the time came for leave. first saw 
the place May 20; the 24th found the hill above and back the nest 
dead young owl. notes say that its body was covered with down, and the 
wing feathers about half grown out. did not see any birds about the nest after 
this. 

The people the ranch told that the owls had never molested their poultry 
though there were many chickens all sizes and ages running about everywhere 
below the nest. seems rather strange, considering the reputation the birds 
poultry.thieves, and for general destructiveness. Perhaps the owls appreciated 
the fact that their existence depended their good behavior, and acted accordingly. 


MAY NOTES FROM SAN JACINTO LAKE 
WILLETT and ANTONIN JAY 
WITH THREE PHOTOS 


THE morning May 27, the present year, the writers left Los Angeles 
automobile for short ornithological trip, our objective point being San 
Jacinto Lake, Mystic Lake called most maps, which situ- 

ated west central Riverside County, California. This lake the San Jacinto 
Valley, altitude about 1500 feet. reality nothing more than 
slough sink, being only about two miles long and from quarter half mile 
wide. part the water more than waist deep. 

Along the shores and for hundred more feet out into the water 
rious growth marsh grass, which feeding ground for numerous birds that 
are partial frog’s eggs and pollywogs, mosquitos and other insects. also 
breeding ground for coots, grebes and some the ducks. east end the 
lake are extensive tule beds, some places thick that they are almost impossi- 
ble penetrate. these tule thickets are found the main nesting colonies, and 
the abundance and variety the breeding birds makes this locality one the most 
interesting its kind southern California. The lake has been previously visited 
several ornithologists, among them being Ingersoll and Judson, 
who visited June, 1897, and Howard and Lelande, who were 
there the 1910. From information furnished them were 
well posted advance what birds might expect find there. were 
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also fortunate enough find several species not noted either the above men- 
tioned parties. 

arrived the lake about 3:00 p.m. May and secured permission 
from the foreman charge the adjacent ranch camp the shore and pursue 
our ornithological studies. 

immediately donned our wading apparel and started into the tule beds 
our preliminary tour investigation. the time were forced desist 
account darkness, had arrived general idea the most favorable nest- 
ing localities, and after hastily prepared supper rolled our blankets 
dream the good things store for the morrow. arose daylight 
the 28th and occupied that entire day with camera and collecting boxes. night- 
fall had gone over the entire ground with fair amount thoroughness, and 


Fig. 43. NEST AND EGGS LEAST BITTERN 


— 


after good night’s rest packed our belongings and started our return jour- 
ney. home the afternoon well satisfied with the results our 
trip. The list following comprises all the water birds seen, with notes their 
abundance, nesting, etc. few the more interesting notes land birds are 
also attached. 

Colymbus nigricollis californicus. Grebe. About fifty pairs these 
birds were found nesting here Ingersoll and Judson June 
found the birds fairly common and full summer plumage, but were 
unable find any nests; fact judged from their actions that they had not 
begun breed. 

Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe. This species was very plentiful and 
many nests were found. most cases the eggs had already hatched were 
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hatching the time. One young bird noted had just broken out the shell and 
rolled over the edge the nest into the water. our approach made frantic 
efforts dive but was unable get any more thin his head under the water. 

Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern. birds were seen flying 
over the lake the 28th. They gave signs breeding and were probably 
stragglers. 

Querquedula cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. Very common pairs feeding 
nests found. 

Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. One two pairs breeding plumage were 
seen. This bird frequently seen around southern California marshes 
summer, and probably breeds occasionally, although authentic nesting records are 
lacking the present time. 


Fig. NEST AND YOUNG WHITE-FACED GLOSSY IBIS 


Dafila acuta. Pintail. Fairly common and undoubtedly breeding. Although 
many these birds were noted nests were found, but the 28th female was 
seen with four small young. 

Marila americana. Breeding very commonly. were much in- 
terested the large number eggs the sets noted. Four nests found contained, 
respectively, fifteen, seventeen, eighteen and twenty-seven eggs. last set was 
undoubtedly the product least two females, there were seventeen eggs 
one type and ten another. fact the ten eggs may not Red-head’s 
they resemble very much the eggs the Pin-tail. 

Erismatura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck. Breeding plentifully the tules. 
Many nests containing eggs were noted. 

Dendrocygna bicolor. Fulvous Tree-duck. Several pairs were seen, but were 
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apparently not vet nesting. one the latest breeding ducks this 
vicinity. 

Plegadis guarauna. Glossy Ibis. nearly every patch tules 
was nest two this species, and the patch farthest west which covered 
about half acre, there must have been least two hundred nests. They were 
built bent down tules, and were composed tule stalks and lined with marsh 
grass. ‘They were situated from two six feet above the water, the average height 
being about four feet. About half the nests examined contained young and most 
the others held badly incubated eggs. very few fresh sets were found but the 
height the nesting season was past. The sets almost invariably consisted 
three four eggs. one two instances sets two incubated eggs were noted, 
and three nests contained five eggs each, six eggs each, and one nest had 
seven. probable that more than five eggs were deposited 
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more than one bird. fact they invariably showed two different types eggs. 
The color the eggs evidently fades with incubation, the heavily incubated eggs 
are much than the freshly laid ones. This probably the largest 
breeding colony these birds southern California west the mountains. 

Botaurus lentiginosus. Bittern. Rather common but nests were found. 
The pumping note this bird was heard continually, both day and night. 

Ixobrychus exilis. Bittern. Rather common. Seven nests were found. 
These contained three sets five eggs each, one set which was hatching, one 
set four, badly incubated, one set three, slightly incubated, and one fresh egg. 
The nests were flimsy affairs, built small tule stalks and marsh grass, were 
placed the tules from three four feet above the water. one case the nest 
was built top old blackbird’s nest. case bird flushed from 
the immediate vicinity the nest. 
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Herodias egretta. Egret. One bird was seen pond the extreme west 
end the lake the morning May 29. 

Butorides virescens anthonyi. Anthony Green Heron. Two birds were seen 
flying over the marshes. 

Nycticorax nycticorax naevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. Breeding 
the tules small numbers company with the Ibis. Five nests were found 
the 28th, all which contained young except one, which contained three badly 
incubated eggs. one case the young were nearly full grown. These nests were 
more substantially built than those the Ibis, and were placed lower down 
tules, being from one three feet above the water. 

Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail. One bird seen the 28th. 

Fulica americana. Coot. Nesting abundantly. Many young 
noted and several nests containing fresh eggs were found. One thing that im- 
pressed being very strange was the fact that nests the Florida Gallinule 
(Gallinula galeata) were found nor were the birds seen. This bird, which breeds 
commonly many parts southern California company with the Coot, was, 
not entirely absent, least very rare. 

Oxyechus vociferus. Common along the shores the lake. 

Aluco pratincola. Barn Owl. Fairly common more dense the tule 
thickets. 

Chordeiles acutipennis texensis. Nighthawk. both agreed that 
had never seen this species abundant was this the evening 
they were noted great numbers catching insects over the surface the lake. 

Cypseloides niger borealis. Black Swift. the evening May 28, little 
before sunset, flock eight ten these birds circled over our camp for sev- 
eral minutes. They were close enough allow positively establish their 
identity. 

Yellow-headed, Tricolored and San Diego Red-wing Blackbirds were nesting 
abundantly the tules. Fresh eggs were found and full grown young were noted. 


FIELD NOTES FROM SOUTH-CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 
SWARTH 
WITH ONE PHOTO 


PURSUANCE the investigation into the mammal fauna the San Joaquin 
Valley which the Museum Vertebraté Zoology the University California 
undertook during the past spring (see Grinnell, XIII, 1911, 109), 
the writer this spent the field the time from May June Though mam- 
mal collecting was the prime object the expedition, few birds were 
served, while notes were kept all the species encountered; and seems worth 
while place record some the scattered information acquired regarding the 
details distribution certain the species met with the region traversed. 

During this last month the expedition collecting was carried four 
points: Bakersfield and McKittrick, Kern County, and Simmler and Santa 
Margarita San Luis Obispo County. Bakersfield our camp was established 
the hills about eight miles north the town, the western edge the oil field. 
These hills, carrying sparse growth grass, are otherwise almost entirely devoid 
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vegetation, but found some small areas scantily covered brush. 
this point found the Sage Thrasher montanus), Thrasher 
California Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza nevadensis cane- 
scens), and Brewer Sparrow 

Two Leconte Thrashers were secured May adult male and juvenal 
male, the latter with wing and tail feathers not yet their full length, and 
doubtedly hatched somewhere the immediate vicinity. These were all the 
species that were met with. May. two Sage Thrashers were seen the same 
vicinity, and one them, adult male, was secured. The Sage Sparrow and 
Brewer Sparrow occurred wherever there was any brush, but, from the nature 
the surroundings were not plentiful. Both species were remarkably shy 
approach, but could frequently heard singing the distance. 

Two rather hurried visits the willow-covered river bottom just outside the 
town Bakersfield, May and 10, disclosed the presence, large numbers, 
such species birds are found similar situations throughout southern Cali- 
fornia— Vireo Guiraca cacrulea salicarius*, Zamelodia melanocephala, 
Buteo lineatus elegans, Pipilo maculatus megalonyx, and others. Song Sparrows 
(Melospiza melodia were exceedingly abundant, and specimens 
both adults and young were taken. were number Dwarf Cowbirds 
(Molothrus ater obscurus) flying around. The males were going through the 
usual courting antics, uttering their ridiculous squeaky 
about with raised wings and spread tail, and there can doubt that they were 
breeding the vicinity. Specimens were secured. 

Our second station was McKittrick, where remained from May 22, 
all our collecting being done within two miles the town. McKittrick the 
edge the hills, the extreme south-western border the San Joaquin Valley. 
The surrounding country much more densely covered with brush than Bakers- 
field, but there practically water except such pumped from deep wells, 
and consequently agriculture anywhere the region. Several Leconte Thrash- 
ers were seen here, and two secured, full grown juvenal May 18, and adult 
May 21. Birds were few numbers this point, about the commonest species 
being the California Sage Sparrow canescens), which was dis- 
tributed moderate numbers through the chaparral. 

May were spent Simmler, o1i the Plains’’, little valley 
some twenty miles west McKittrick, and separated from the San Joaquin Valley 
range hills rising height about 4000 feet. intensely unin- 
teresting region ornithologically, for practically the only vegetation the covering 
and grass’’ that extends uninterruptedly for miles, and 
consequently the only common bird the Horned Lark Ofocoris actia), which 
finds peculiarly congenial surroundings here. Nearly all the other species observed 
were the immediate vicinity ranch houses, where tracts cultivated ground, 
together with the planted shade trees and the buildings, gave shelter various 
birds. the Pimental Ranch, where were staying, Arkansas Kingbird 
had built its nest gate post, where was revolved part 
way around several times day, the gate was opened and shut. Another this 
species placed her nest the yard, one the telephone poles peculiar this 
region. post driven into the ground and two narrow strips board nailed, 
one each side, the upper ends which, fastened together, support the wire. 
The nest was placed the post, between the two sheltering strips, just such 
structure the shrike’s nest described the May Conpor (page 111), from the 
neighboring San Joaquin Valley. nest was only about three feet from the 


* See Grinnell, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., XxIv, June 16, 1911, pp. 163-164, 
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ground, and not more than ten feet from the bench the house, where six eight 


men washed three times daily, each time considering their duty see how the 
Kingbird’s family duties were progressing. spite this scrutiny the eggs 
hatched before left, and there was-every prospect that the young would prosper. 


had occasion visit the Painted Rock the south end the valley, May 

and 27, and found surprising number birds there, the more strikingly 
after the long dreary drive over dusty roads, with but little see except the ever- 
lasting Horned Larks flitting persistently along before the horses. 
The rock rises abruptly from the surrounding plain height about 100 


feet, and something local landmark, partly from its conspicuousness, and 
partly from the Indian paintings with which decorated. colony least 


hundred pairs Cliff Swallows lunifrons) was the most con- 

spicuous feature the avian population the rock, many times that number 

nests being plastered thickly its east face. With them were several pairs 

White-throated Swifts melanoleucus). nest Say Phoebe 

ornis sayus) with four eggs, was found little sheltered shelf, and second pair 

the birds seen. Several pairs House Finches mexicanus 

Fig. 46. PAINTED ROCK, CARRIZO PLAINS, SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA te 

flitted about, bunches straw protruding from various cracks showing where 

their nests were. Raven Corvus corax sinuatus) flew croaking from 

ledge near the top the rock, but was too inaccessible spot 

reached very easily. The only additional species observed was the Arkansas King- 

bird, but found unmistakable feathers Barn Owl Prairie 

ranch house about mile from the rock pair Bullock Orioles 
and number English Sparrows domesticus) were seen. 

few water birds were seen about small fresh water pond the roadside— 

three Night Herons naevius), Avocet tic 


cana), several Killdeer vociferus), and flock about thirty Northern 
Phalaropes ‘Two the latter secured were full breeding 
plumage, the entire flock appeared be. visit the pond 
few days later, the Avocet, Herons and Killdeer were still there, but the Phalaropes 
had nearly all departed, only about ten remaining,so they were probably still migrat- 
ing, even this late 
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the belt low brush surrounding the lake’’ the center the val- 
ley there were few California Sage Sparrows breeding, and also few Brewer 
Sparrows. found one nest the former containing three newly hatched young 
May 25. adult and full grown juvenal collected here, are unmistakably 
Amphispiza canescens. 

Driving westward from Simmler Santa Margarita passed quickly into 
well wooded and well watered region, with correspondingly abundant 
bird life. the San Juan River entered groves large oak trees, harboring 
such species the California Woodpecker Welanerpes bairdi), California Jay 
(Aphelocoma californica) and Bluebird mexicana occidentalis). Near 
Poso the head the Salinas River, few Song Sparrows 
santae-crucis) appeared, seen thereafter suitable places along the road, and, 
some numbers, the vicinity Santa Margarita. The last Song Sparrow had 
seen had been Bakersfield, where was abundant. seen from the 
car window, suitable country for the species extends westward from that point, 
with some interruptions, far Buttonwillow. From Buttonwillow Poso 
gap about fifty miles, where, from the almost total absence water, song 
sparrows exist. 

Santa Margarita found more species birds and greater number 
individuals far than any other point visited expedition. varied 
nature the surrounding country—willow-bordered stream, brush-covered hills, 
and the rolling valley, thickly dotted with live oaks—produces 
varied avifauna, and our list species observed was long one, considering the 
short time spent this point, May June 

The Magpie was abundant the hills south 
town, where adults and young were secured. the San Joaquin Valley this 
species had been encountered just one place during the three months collect- 
ing: ata point some ten miles northeast Los Banos, Merced County (the San 
Luis Ranch), where saw four March 21, and again March 23. was told 
that they were abundant the immediate vicinity, but the country was flooded 

Other species observed the immediate vicinity Santa Margarita, and 
what would seem low altitude (998 feet) for them during the breeding 
season, were the Blue-fronted Jay (Cyanocitta frontalis), Thurber Junco 
(Junco oreganus and California Pigmy Owl 
specimens the two former being collected. Additional birds seen 
this point were Western Martin (Progne subis hesperia), Cliff Swallow, Violet- 
green Swallow thalassina lepida), Slender-billed Nuthatch 
carolinensis aculeata), Hutton Vireo Vireo Lutescent Warbler Vermi- 
vora celata lutescens), Lawrence Goldfinch California 
Woodpecker, Nuttall Woodpecker Willow Woodpecker 
pubescens Red-shafted Flicker collaris), Western 
Bluebird, and Cooper Hawk (Accipiter 

Most these were seen under such circumstances indicated without doubt 
that they were breeding; considering the time year fair assume that prac- 
tically all were. 
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EARLY SPRING TRIP ANACAPA ISLAND 
WITH ONE PHOTO 
ITH supply provisions board, the writer, company with 
Mr. Sidney Peyton, brother fellow Club member, and Mr. Walter 
Harrison, left Ventura harbor Tuesday morning, March this season 
(1911) the launch Capa’’, owned Mr. Ray Webster Ventura. Our 
plans were spend few days Anacapa Island that might get better ac- 
quainted with the several pairs Bald Eagles leucocephalus) that make 
the island their home. had planned getting away earlier the month but 
owing the long siege rain and stormy weather have had this spring, Mr. 
Webster was unable bring the launch from San Pedro where had been 
anchorage for the winter. 
The day was fine and had very pleasant trip across the channel, making 
the run the harbor little over three hours. After landing 
and blankets the beach all got busy making things comfortable the little 
shanty under the cliffs, which Mr. Webster kindly gave the use during 
our stay the island. good dinner was soon fixed for the 
boat’s engineer, who proved quite chef; and afterward enjoyed more 
than one fish and mutton dinner fixed him and Mrs. Webster, who came 
over two days later stay until the sheep shearing was over. 
The tide being low, Peyton and myself decided spend the afternoon explor- 
ing the south side the west island, while the rest the party were going 
top see how the band sheep had fared for the past several months. suc- 
ceeded working our way well around the island, feat which can only done 
low tide, owing the high cliffs towering above one all the way 
morants and Western Gulls Larus occidentalis) were common flying about sit- 
ting the rocks off the shore. pair Black 
were flushed from mussel bed the rocks, but were too wary 
low get within gun-shot. also flushed Wandering Tattler 
from among the rocks, which was knocked down Peyton. Another 
Tattler was taken later near the same spot, both birds being males. There was 
much interest one all sides, the afternoon quickly passed, and old 
ting late when got back camp. whi 
The other party arrived soon afterwards with good news which put all 
high spirits. They had located eagle’s nest one the high cliffs the 
north side the west island, with the old bird the nest, things certainly 
looked promising for the morrow. two 
were bright and early the next morning, Wednesday, and, loading our- five 
selves with camera, shot-gun, lunch, and 130 feet rope, started over the beet 
rough trail for the nesting site. Traveling was comparatively easy after reaching 
the top the island, where there was surprisingly heavy growth clover and 
fox-tail grass, making delightful home for the Island Horned Larks safe 
and Meadow-larks neglecta) which were common all Whi 
sides. time was lost reaching the top the cliff above the nest, which pret 
turned out one the highest cliffs the island. nest 
would have been impossible pick out wilder more commanding site was 
than the one selected this pair birds. One hundred and forty feet down from 
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the top the cliff pinnacle twenty-five feet high had been formed the 
crumbling away the rocks, and was the very top this that the mass 
sticks had been shaped into nest. And there reaching from the base about 
half way the top the pinnacle was another great pile sticks which had 
doubt been used for years home the eagles, but had been deserted for the 
new site. 

The rope, which was two pieces, was tied together and one end dropped 
over the edge the cliff, but lacked about ten feet reaching the base the 
pinnacle. Luckily for though, there was ledge the face the cliff down 
about 100 feet, which was wide enough give safe footing, and also giving the 
opportunity get some photos the nest close range, the top 
nacle stood out within thirty-five feet the ledge. 

Peyton went down first the rope, taking the collecting pail and the shot-gun 
case things got too warm for us. followed next with the camera, and was soon 
the ledge beside him. photo was taken the nest and the two eggs, which 
could plainly seen the cup-shaped place the center the nest. section 
the rope was next lowered down Mr. Harrison, and with the assistance 


Fig. ARCH ROCK, THE EAST END ANACAPA ISLAND, CALIFORNIA 


this, Peyton got down the base the pinnacle. climbing over the 
old nest was soon top the pinnacle and reaching over after the two dirty 
white treasures, which were carefully packed away the collecting pail. 

The nest, which was about five feet across, was built sticks and limbs 
all sizes the size man’s wrist, the top being soft bed 
grass. there are very few Anacapa, the sticks used making the 
two nests must have been carried over from Santa Cruz Island, which lies about 
five miles the west. From the size and amount material used must have 
been the accumulation years, and required great deal labor and perseverance 
the part the old birds. 

was some relief when got back solid ground again with the set all 
safe. have followed Mr. Peyton and his brother some their trips after 
White-throated Swifts and Ravens the mainland, and though that’s usually 
pretty rough work, believe the Bald Eagles have them beaten for choosing rough 
nesting sites, this pair especially. ‘The experience was worth the risks, though. 
was great sight from the top the cliff. Looking across the channel one could 
plainly see mountains rising the mainland, the higher ranges, capped with 


| a 
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snow, adding the scene. And certainly looked long way down where the 
surf pounded against the bottom the cliff. 

had expected trouble from the old birds while getting the eggs, but they 
kept well out over the water while flying back and forth, never coming closer than 
seventy-five yards while were down the nest. 

After eating lunch went around the end the island, searching the 
cliffs for possible Duck Hawk nests. nothing interest was found started 
back over the trail for camp. pair Sparrow Hawks sparverius pha- 
was noted the way. They seemed much out place 
less place. larger hawk was noted flying low over the cactus, which 
tunate bringing down with the shot-gun. was later identified male 
Marsh Hawk hudsonius) Mr. Willett. 

Camp was reached time take plunge the surf before supper, which 
was very bracing after strenuous day. The evening was spent preparing the 
specimens collected the trip. had expected big jobin saving the set 
eggs taken, but blowing them found they were both infertile. Here rises 
question for some the learned ones. How long would the old bird 
bated the eggs before leaving them? The eggs had already been the 
haps long enough have been hatched, for they were badly nest stained, 
lining the shell came out with the contents the eggs. 

The following day, Thursday, was spent canvassing the middle island. 
Starting from camp searched the cliffs along the north side the island until 
reached the point where the middle island separated from the eastern 
small channel water. low tide small beach left bare between the two 
islands, but impossible cross over account the high cliff either 
island. With the field glass the cliffs were carefully scanned the south 
the east end, and second nest the Bald Eagle was soon located Peyton. 
This nest was built similar location the first one found, being top 
sharp pinnacle well down from the top the cliff. Looking through the glass 
white head could seen rising above the edge the nest, and the old male 
was located sitting the top cliff near by. Nothing could done with that 
nest until landing could made the east island, started back for camp 
along the crest the cliff the south side. 

pair Duck Hawks peregrinus anatum) was flushed from 
the high cliffs about the middle the island. They probably had nest some- 
where nearby, they would not leave the cliff, but although spent some time 
searching for were unable locate it. the west island, the 
Island Horned Larks and Meadowlarks common along the top. Mockingbird 
(Mimus polyglottos leucopterus) was also noted singing from the top 
cactus. Although none was seen our party, Mr. Webster informed that 
several occasions had observed Burrowing Owls top the island. 

returning camp and telling our find, Mr. Webster agreed take 
aboard the launch and land down the east end the following morning. 
found Mr. Webster very willing assist any way could during our stay 
the island, and favored several ways order make our collecting 
successful. The Bald Eagles are grand birds from ornithological standpoint, 
but they are looked upon pests the sheep owners. Mr. Webster informed 
that several his small lambs were destroyed every year when the young eagles 
were almost large enough leave the nests. 

were aboard the launch and our way the east end sunup the next 
morning. the landing there very poor were anxious get the island 
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before any wind came up. was agreed come after noon, but landed 
good supply water and provisions with us. water the east 

were greeted loud clamorings and flopping wings perfect swarm 
Brown Pelicans californicus) and Western Gulls, top the 
island. was the same place that was visited some Cooper Club members 
the summer 1910. number pelicans were noted flying with long strips 
sea weed their bills, for mending the old nests, but none them had begun 
lay their eggs. 

Our time was limited the island, made directly for the nest 
located the day previous. old male sighted neared the cliff, and flew 
out over the water giving alarm note repeated several times, but the female did 
not leave the nest until peered down over the top the cliff. she sailed 
out over the water gazed eagerly see there was set two three eggs 
the nest. Instead eggs spied two moving objects that looked like balls 
downy cotton the center the mass sticks and grasses. The young eagles 
looked about two three days old. half-eaten fish was lying the edge 
the nest, while several backbones good sized fish could seen scattered 
around. Not wishing keep the old bird away from the nest too long passed 
around the island, leaving them their glory. 

Shortly after noon sighted the launch returning for us, everything was 
carried back down the rocks the foot the cliff, and were soon back 
the launch bound for the harbor, suppose the relief the Pelicans and Gulls, 
they settled back down among the nests top the cliffs. 

The afternoon was spent rounding the sheep Mr. Webster and the two 
shearers, volunteered help. While driving some stray sheep out one 
the small rocky gulches running the island, Peyton located Raven’s 
(Corvus corax nest the niche small cliff. The deeply cupped top 
the nest was warmly lined with wool, but the eggs had not been laid. This 
sure was the only Raven’s nest the islands, for pretty thoroughly can- 
them all. 

Saturday, the 19th, remained around the harbor fishing and getting our 
things together, were taken home the next morning, the weather per- 
mitting. far had been fortunate, the weather had been very calm all 
week. 

The launch had run the sheep shearers’ camp the west end 
the island before leaving for the mainland, and Peyton and Harrison went along 
it, while remained camp finish packing up. While passing the island, 
near the cliffs, third nest the eagles was located the ledge cliff, and the 
old bird could seen it. was great temptation stay another day the 
island, but everything was packed and loaded board, had pass up, 
and say good-by Anacapa and the eagles. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Two Species New California. Ovenbird. While engaged this 
spring photographic work the Farallones the Farallone bird-group being prepared 
for the California Academy Science), had opportunity observe several small bird waves, 
each which brought motley assortment eastern forms. the 29th May strange 
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bird was reported fluttering about large front room, recently vacated, one the light- 
keeper’s houses. party repaired the spot, and one the ladies, quick motion, 
seized the frightened bird midair, and graciously presented me,—an adult male Ovenbird 
prime feather. Another bird was seen outside the house half hour later, and haunted 
the general vicinity the keepers’ quarters during the remainder our stay, five days. The 
specimen taken was prepared Mr. Rowley, and now the Academy collection. 
Black-throated Green Warbler. virens. the evening May 29th secured, 


all too close range, female this species. had settled momentarily upon the ground 
front the head keeper’s house. Unfortunately, most its head was shot off bunched 
charge, but ‘‘the remains’’ are now the Academy collection attest the validity the record. 


Another specimen, also female, was seen company with such other migrants 


Magnolia Warbler, etc., the afternoon June but attempt was made secure it.—W. 
LEON DAWSON. 
Swallow Notes from Fresno County, California.—Mr. Grinnell’s record THE Con- 
for May-June pair Barn Swallows observed near Fresno March last, has caused Hol 
put the following notes record. 
the morning March 19, 1905 the writer observed single Barn Swallow (//irundo ery- 
throgaster) company with several Tree Swallows circling about pond some six miles north 
Fresno. was the first one seen that spring seemed probable that the bird 
this place from some point the north us. suspicions were partly confirmed during the 
fall the same year when the Barn Swallows apparently departed toward the north. September Thirt 
large numbers them passed over frequent intervals all day. certainly appeared 
migrating but were travelling course directly opposite that which they would ex- 
pected pursue that time year. ‘The following spring had excellent opportunity Claim 
watch for the first migrant, and was not greatly surprised the morning March 19, upon hear- 
ing cheerful twittering overhead, see Barn Swallow travelling southward Subsc 
height. 
possible that this swallow has two routes which enters this part the San Joaquin 
Valley Possibly certain seasons the usual southern way undesirable from some cause, and 
the birds enter the valley northern route. would interesting learn from observers 
living north Fresno, the dates upon which this swallow was first observed for the spring 
1906. 
Fresno County the Barn Swallows nest, almost without exception, under bridges, fasten- 
ing their nests the stringers over the water. The smaller bridges over all the irrigation 
ditches shelter from one three four pairs, while the species swarms hundreds under the Calif 
large ones that span some the sloughs. had 
The Tree Swallow (/ridoprocne bicolor) present small numbers throughout the winter, 
but each year during January and February, have observed southward movement the part party 
this species. Sometimes single bird passes over but often two three are seen together. 
The Tree Swallow has been found nesting sycamores along the San Joaquin river and 
pine stubs Shaver Lake. lectin 
March 28, 1908 the writer found pair Violet-green Swallows thalassina and 
lepida) busily engaged carrying nesting material cavity sycamore stub near the Mis 
river about nine miles north Fresno. Several other pairs were discussing the fitness other Kello 
cavities. This, think, rather early nesting. the 
earliest record for the arrival the Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon lunifrons) March lectin 
(1903 and nesting colony was examined April 29, 1910 which number nests held 
good sized young TYLER. 
Man-o’-War Birds Southern California.—On June 13, 1911, two immature repre: 
Birds aguila), were caught with hook and line, fisherman, the ocean end the cured 
pleasure pier, Long Beach, California. The birds have the white heads, which, according 
Key, the plumage two year old birds this species. 
They are now, (June 14, 1911), exhibition Grant’s Exhibit’’, that 
Long Beach pleasure pier, and are doing well diet LINTON. Humt 
latter 
during 
study 
er, 
been 
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS 

During the past summer the University 
California Museum Vertebrate Zoology has 
had two expeditions the field, both the 
state California. This addition the 
party which, earlier the season (March 
June traversed the length the San Joaquin 
Valley. Some the ornithological results ob- 
tained the latter (primarily mammal col- 
lecting published the present, 
and the last number THE 

Miss Annie Alexander and Miss Louise 
Kellogg, with assistants, spent three months 
the high mountains Siskiyou County, col- 
lecting birds and mammals, continuance 
work begun them Trinity County, during 
January and February. The series speci- 
mens gathered includes some species new the 
Museum collections, and others but scantily 
represented; while one species bird 
cured new the state California. 

The special point enquiry toward which 
the work has been directed ascertain the 
relationships the fauna the region with 
that Mount Shasta the one hand, and the 
Humboldt Bay region the other. the 
latter point the Museum had collectors working 
during the previous summer (1910); the Mount 
Shasta fauna has been the subject exhaustive 

Grinnell and Taylor, with Stor- 
er, Carr, and assistants, have 
been exploring the mountains between Bakers- 
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field and Mount Whitney since the middle 
June. two parties they traveled different 
branches the Kern River, finally meeting 
the high mountains, and are come out 
way Owen’s Valley, the eastern side 
the range. The expedition has been highly 
successful every way. the last report re- 
ceived there were but two species mamunals 
known occur the region which had not 
been secured, and the bird collection almost 
comprehensive, least regards summer 
residents. results will peculiar in- 
terest, both relation the collections already 
amassed from the southern California mountain 
ranges,and tothose from the San Joaquin Valley. 


California ornithologists will rejoice the 
news that Mr. Daggett has returned 
this state, and that there possibility his 
making his home here once more. The Cooper 
Club will profit greatly the renewal his 
active participation the affairs the organi- 
zation. 


Dr. Dearborn, the Biological Survey, 
has been spending part the summer Cali- 
fornia, pursuance the work that Bureau, 
visiting the forest reserves Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles, and counties. 
His particular study the determination 
the extent which the smaller rodents are 
detrimental the planting operations the 
Forestry Department, and devising ways re- 
ducing their numbers where necessary. 


Mr. Malcolm who for some years 
past has been collecting birds and mammals 
Asia for the British Museum, has recently re- 
turned his home Menlo Park, California. 
His work took him the more remote islands 
the Japanese archipelago, and also the 
wilder parts western China, and Thibet. 


PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED 


REVISION THE FORMS THE HAIRY 
villosus 
Nat. Mus., vol. 40, 1911, pp. 595-621, 
Published June 1911.] result the 
careful examination very large series 
these woodpeckers (1070 specimens) Mr. Ober- 
holser increases the fourteen forms heretofore 
recognized, twenty, three the newly de- 
scribed subspecies occurring north Mexico, 
the territory covered the Check 
List. the remaining three, two are from 
Mexico and one from Nicaragua. 

Dryobates suffers the most 
this readjustment, supplies the material 
forall three the new North American forms— 
type from Quincy, California, oc- 
curring eastern Washington and Oregon, 
central New Mexico, northern Arizona, and 
southern Utah, and Mexican 


form ranging north extreme southeastern 
Mexico. 


Arizona and southwestern New The 
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unfortunate thus dismembered, 
finally restricted slender thread territory 
winding over parts southern California and 
along the coast, except the 
western corner the state; and the 
plied the statement that the type the sub- 
species, from San Jose, California, not really 
typical any form, leads fear that 
even cast out from this, its last refuge! 

The name the big Northern Hairy Wood- 
trionalis (Nuttall) grounds which may 
may not considered adequate. The range 
Wales Island, Alaska, view with which 
the present reviewer does not agree all, for 
reasons already detailed elsewhere. the 
statements that remarkably uniform 
size and color, over its entire range, and 
that there very little individual variation 
the form, are not borne out Alaskan series 
hand, evidently more extensive than the 
material from that region the disposal 
Mr. Oberholser. 

However, these are matters detail, and 
largely opinion, but whether not one feels 
inclined give names all the rather 
slightly differentiated varieties here recognized, 
there question all the value and 
excellence Mr. Oberholser’s work. Careful 
discrimination required the handling 
difficult group like the one under discussion, 
and have the present paper accurate 
resumé the problem. The descriptions and 
critical comments are such will always re- 
turned future workers, the key the 
subspecies, contained the introduction, ex- 
cellently devised (if all the individuals 
subspecies would only and the 
map outlining the breeding ranges decided- 
valuable feature the paper.—H. 


REVISION THE FORMS THE 
BACKED WOODPECKER 
Proc. National Museum, Vol. 41, pp. 139- 
159, pl. (map); published June 30, 1911.] 
one the results Mr. Oberholser’s study 
this group ‘‘the six currently recognized races 
are here increased fifteen.’’ place 
Dryobates bairdi, heretofore considered 
the form ranging along the southern border 
the United States, from Texas southern Cali- 
fornia, we have here two races described, /). s. 
symplectus, the Texas Woodpecker, and 
cactophilus (type locality Tucson, Arizona), the 
form occurring northern Mexico, western 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and southern 
California. restricted compara- 
tively limited area central Mexico. Neither 
the two subspecies regarded inhabiting 
Lower California eremicus the north- 
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the peninsula) considered occur 
southern California, specimens from the Colo- 
rado Desert formerly identified 
nus, being now regarded variants 
philus showing intergradation with 


DESCRIPTION NEW SPOTTED TOWHEE 
Calif. Publ. Zool., vol. August 24, 
1911, pp. 309—311.] The Towhee northern 
Nevada, northeastern California and southern 
Oregon here separated distinct form, 
under the name Pipilo maculatus curtatus, 
type locality Pine Forest Mountains, Nevada. 
From montanus Arizona and New 
Mexico distinguished shorter wing and 
tail, and darker coloration; from mega- 
lonyx somewhat paler coloration, greater 
extent white markings, and 
hind-toe-and-claw. migratory form, 
the summer range about given above, while 
winter specimens were secured the lower 
Colorado River.—H. 


NEw BLUE GROSBEAK FROM CALIFORNIA. 
vol. xxiv, June 16, 1911, 163.] The 


Blue Grosbeak, here named 


caerulea salicarius, (type locality Colton, San 
Bernardino County), separated from 
mainly the smaller size and different 
proportions the bill. The two forms are in- 


color, both differing from’ 


caerulea the South Atlantic States 
the paler blue coloration the 


EARLY SUMMER BIRDS YOSEMITE VAL- 
LEY. Club Bulletin, 
vol. June, 1911, pp. 118-124.] 
the birds observed the valley during ten 
met with during this time, fifty-five number, 
are listed the end the article; while the 
more interesting conspicuous ones, portions 
life history particulars the manner 
occurrence, are detailed the body the pa- 
per. best find the Calaver- 
Warbler; another, nearly good, one 
the Winter Wren. 

The number species noted seems justify 
the conclusion that abundance variety 
its bird life Yosemite the very least 
well provided for any other part the West 
similarclimatic and floral 
though the magnificent scenic attractions are 
engrossing assist first different im- 
pression. 

The paper closes with list the five titles 
previously published relative the birds 
Yosemite Valley.—H. 
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You are respectfully and earnestly requested contribute the cost the 
site and construction this building—it and its surroundings known Arcadia— 
the Home the Agassiz Association. editor this magazine has contributed 
this space wherein this appeal may made you. You are sympathy with 
because you love nature, the great outdoors, education, recreation, inspiration, 
health, happiness and humanity. 


The Agassiz Association established 1875, incorporated 1892 (Massachu- 
setts) and 1910 (Connecticut), world-wide its work. was recently made 
homeless wealthy man who owned the property occupied which had been 
promised permanently. claimed his sole reason was out friendship the 
manager who was making too great personal sacrifice behalf humanity, and 
because and his family were working without money remuneration. 
interesting and surprising story. will tell you, you will let us. 

The Charter the says: purposes for which said corporation 
formed are the following, to-wit: the promotion scientific education; the ad- 
vancement science; the collection museums natural and scientific specimens; 
the employment observers and teachers the different departments science, 
and the general diffusion 

You believe those purposes. why ask your aid and wish 
service you. officer the Association has will receive salary. Its 
all its purposes and the height its ideals are excelled 
organization. 

The full story told beautifully illustrated magazine, Guide 
Nature,’’ its official organ. copy will mailed free you upon request. Con- 
tributors less than ten dollars will receive the magazine the number years 
there are doliars their contributions. Contributors ten dollars more are 
entered Life Subscribers—as long they and the magazine are existence. 

Please write for further particulars. 

THE AGASSIZ ASSOCIATION, 
Arcadia, South Beach, Connecticut. 
Edward Bigelow, President, the Managing Editor Guide 
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For Sale, Exchange and Want this space members the 
Cooper Club are allowed one notice about words each issue free charge. 
Books and magazines can offered for sale exchange; bird skins and eggs can 


offered exchange, but for sale. 
side only clean sheet paper. 
Eagle Rock, Cal. 


Notices must written plainly, one 
For this department address CHAMBERS, 


skins any the Owls, 
especially certain the rarer species, for which 
can offer very desirable exchanges skins 
sets. Many other skins wanted. ALFRED 
250 Orange Grove Ave., Pasa- 
dena, Cal. 

For sets Condor, Bird- 
Lore, Auk, Nidiologist, Warbler, Bittern, Coun- 
try Life America, Suburban Life; also vol- 
umes Oologist, Osprey, O., Audubon 
Magazine, Journal Maine Ornith. Soc., Amer- 
ican Ornith., American Naturalist, National 
Geographic Mag. Offer $1.00 for Bird-Lore Vol. 
LAUREN TREMPER, /36 No. Dewey 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

few books left from the library Taylor 
and wishing dispose them once will 
give some one bargain. Mrs. TAYLOR, 
1343 Regents St., Alameda, Cal. 


The Manager the Cooper Club has few 
damaged volumes which will 
sold just one-half the regular price. All 
are ‘complete but are either mussed, torn 
second-hand. They are bargains the price. 


have every volume except one. Someonly 
lack covers make them perfect. 
For ExcHANGE—At bargain, sets and 


singles such species Northern Phalarope, 
Semipalmated Plover, Am. Rough-legged 
Hawk, Snowy Owl, Raven, Snowflake, Lap- 
land Longspur, Tree Sparrow, Am. Pipit, Gray- 
cheeked Thrush, etc., because one more eggs 
are imperfect part the set has been de- 
but also desire living turtles and certain other 
reptiles. SORNBORGER, Mass. 


WANTED original covers, 
and perfect condition for binding: 
Wilson Bulletin, nos. 6,7; The Osprey (new 
series), 1902, no. The Oologist, vol. IIT 
(1888), no. vol. (1889), no. 139 
and 266; The Journal the Maine Orn. Soc., 
Ornithologist, vol. nos. vol. IV, nos. 
Bank, Linden, 


WANTED—Audubon Ornith. Biography, vols. 
Nuttall, Manual, 1840, vols.; Bull. 
Cooper Club, no. Bird Lore, vol. II, no. 
and others. Also bird skins. SWALEs, 
Grosse Ile, Mich. 


WANTED—Wilson Bulletin Oologist, 
IV, complete; complete; Bulletin the 
Cooper Ornith. Club, vol. odd nos. LEE 
CHAMBERS, Rock, Cal. 


have for exchange 
series Sandhill Crane, Osprey, Pine, Parula, 
Hooded and Prairie Warblers, Seaside Spar- 
rows and many other desirable sets with nests. 

For SALE—Fisher’s Hawks and Owls the 
S., one plate missing, $4.50. Maynard’s 
Nests and Eggs $1.50. Forest and Stream Vols. 
Ito XIII inc. bound, per vol. Index 
bird notes same $2. See last Condor for 
wants, also one set Duck and Pigeon Hawks 
and Whooping Crane. Box 
154 Newport News, Va. 


For ExcHANGE—Eggs following species 
sets, for land birds’ eggs not collec- 
a—327— 353 
654a—763 Full list 
West Chester, Pa. 


For SALE ExcHANGE—The following 
fine sets: Audubon’s Ornith. Biography, 1831- 
39, complete. Audubon’s Synopsis 
Birds America, 1839; Nuttall’s Manual, orig. 
ed., 1832-34, vols. complete. Wanted: The 
Auk, vols. 3and The Osprey, new 
vol. Swainson Richardson’s Fauna Bore- 
ali-Americana. CHARLES Ver- 
non, 


Can you furnish with any the follow- 
Ponkapog, Mass. 


sets 
469 640 646 
662—663a—664—67 675a 
585b —610a —621—625—629a 
Grand Park, 


WANTED market prices paid 
for Bird-Lore Vol. No. and Wilson Bulle- 


For 15-3, 2-4, 
Loggerhead Shrike 5-5, 4-4, Fla. Cardinal 
n3-3, Ward Heron 5-3, Water Turkey 10-4, 4-3 
Mockingbird 14-3, 7-4, Fla. Nighthawk 3-2, 
Fla. Screech Owl 5-2, 2-3, Sandhill Crane. 1-2. 
Wilson’s Snipe 2-4. Want Mountain Plover, 
Western Willet, Avocet, Piping Plover, Golden 
Eagle, western species hawks, 
Orlando, Florida. Box 631. 


The 


the only publication 
the United States devoted 
twenty-sixth year. you 

are interested, subscribe 
now. Only Fifty Cents 
per year. 


The Oologist, 


Lacon, 


BIRD FOLKS 


Will find complete outfits for Camp- 
ing and Tramping under our big 


roof. 
CLOTHING 


FOOTWEAR 
EQUIPMENT 
Small calibre guns and amunition, game 


bags and carriers. Kodaks and 
Photo Material. 


The Wm. Hoegee Co., 


Greatest Sporting Goods House the Pacific Coas 


Phones Home 10087; Main 8447 
138-142 South Main St., Los Angeles 


BIRD LORE 


now publishing series 
plates, Louis Agassiz 
Fuertes, illustrating 
The Sparrows North 
ica Color 


cents copy $1.00 year 


Appleton Co. 


Complete Your Files 


the club’s publi- 
cations once 
you may never 
able so. 


LEE CHAMBERS 
Rock, Cal. 


When replying to advertisements please mention THE CONDOR. 
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